
What Reviewers Are Saying About BACKBONE 

“So accessible, and so wise. Makes visible the whole side of America that is so 
often sidelined and replaced.”    —poet Frederick Turner 

“There will be something familiar, and many new perspectives, for the reader who 
picks up this book…. Zinsmeister writes clearly about values and virtues, 
showing similarities across people and time, without begrudging us our 
differences. One of Zinsmeister’s strengths is tying historical principles and large-
scale trends to digestible anecdotes…. Were Zinsmeister’s book read open-
mindedly by every college professor, venture capitalist, New York financier, and 
technologist, the course of the American fleet could turn on a dime.”    
—Jay Larson, RealClearBooks 

“Explains how the Trump-Vance administration should think about its popular 
mandate.”    —Oren Cass, American Compass podcast 

“Vigorous essays…by thoughtful Karl Zinsmeister…show how many in media are 
misinterpreting the current Trump regime. Zinsmeister’s last sentence is right… 
‘American society was brilliantly constructed to thrive without rulers.’”    —Marvin 
Olasky, Christianity Today 

“What a wonderful read!  I couldn’t put it down. Read until 3:45 am on a ‘school 
night’!”    —Zak Dentes, U.S. Marine Corps 

“Timely, super engaging, substantive, inspiring.”    —Thomas Tierney, co-founder 
Bridgespan, former CEO Bain & Co. 

“Beautiful. Brilliant. Enlightening.”    —John Pound, WSJ Conversation



